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Remember that the bills that are being proposed generally reflect the interest of 
the constituents that their legislator represents.   Bills are not the result of one 
legislator’s wishes but are a product of collective thinking in response to a 
perceived need for change.  I know that many of you have an extreme interest in 
the status of bills of interest, so here are the winners and losers of the first funnel 
week.   

THE WINNERS:  Several bills made the cut this week.  They include bills that: 

• Reform the mental health/disability services system 
• Legalize internet poker 
• Create a task force on the prescribing of anti-epileptic drugs 
• Stop government from taking firearms during “Katrina-like” disasters 
• Allow people to use guns to defend themselves anywhere, not just in their 

homes 
• Promote the development of additional nuclear power plants in Iowa 
• Allow mourning dove hunting 
• Allow schools to have dress codes 
• Require voters to show ID to vote 
• Cap pay day loans at 35% interest 
• Use vouchers for preschool (instead of the current universal free preschool) 

Where there are winners, there are always losers.  These bills didn’t make it 
out of committee before the March 4 deadline: 

• Require insurance coverage for autism spectrum disorders 
• Establish a Deaf & Hard of Hearing Educational Bill of Rights 
• Cut children’s health insurance program eligibility from 300% to 133% 

federal poverty level 
• Raise the current 55 mph speed limits to 60 mph 
• Ban red light/speeding cameras 
• Allow chronically ill people to use medical marijuana 
• Revamp Iowa’s bottle deposit laws into curbside recycling 
• Require drug testing of welfare recipients 



• Limit terms of state legislators 
• Ban smoking in casinos 
• Legalize gun “silencers” 

 

If any of the winning bills pique your interest, please contact me by email or 
telephone.  I look forward to hearing from you as we enter now the second stage 
of our session.  

Visitors to the Capitol this week are Roger Gard,  Cindy Jones,  and  Beryl Shahan, 
all of Mount Pleasant. 

 

Dave Heaton, State Representative, State House, Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Phone:  515-281-7327 ~ Fax: 515-281-6958 

E-mail:  dave.heaton@legis.state.ia.us 

Web page: http://www.daveheaton.net 

 

If you have any issues or concerns, please contact me. 

Be sure to include your name and address with any communication to my office. 

 

State Rep. Dave Heaton, R-Mount Pleasant, represents the 91st House District, 

which includes all of Henry County and the northern half of Lee County. 
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